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The exhibition creates a 'place of living information' through
dialogue and the circulation of information, in reference to
coffee houses 1 that were developed to foster a democratic
spirit and environment, as well as other places related to the
history of newspapers.

The exhibition features three large screens where 3DCG
and videos of drawings are projected. The videos are
documentations of actions that were carried out by Ad

Mornings members in reaction to the Tokyo Olympics and

TeRICENEMICEE %, FOLHEIE Ad Mornings D79 2HEE Paralympics and its Legacy events, the state funeral and
&R0, B HCBREAEEHT 5, immigration.

Every day during the exhibition, a performance based on
instructions _2, inspired by the day's newspaper articles is
conceived and improvised after the reportors discuss together
in the space. The record of the performance is also published
as another newspaper, which updates the exhibition space along

with its traces.
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_1 Coffee houses in London that flourished during the period of heavy commercialism in the 17th-18th centuries, were places where men drank the mysterious
coffee brought from Turkey, but it was also an information center. Customers were free to read the newspapers in the shop for the price of a cup of coffee, and
by listening to the conversations in the shop, they could obtain information they needed as middle-class citizens. For example, politicians debated; merchants
and stockbrokers gathered in coffee houses near the stock exchange to gather economic information; and people in business who did not have physical shops
sometimes used the coffee houses to receive mail. Essayist Joseph Addison placed a box adorned with a lion's head inside Button's Coffee House and invited
contributions from customers, whose daily lives inspired him to write essays. The coffee house became a place where "public opinion" was shaped through politics
and scandal, daily gossip, Tashion, current affairs and debates surrounding philosophy and the natural sciences. It is where journalism emerged, with repeated trial
and error in determining what information to deliver to each demographic while striking a balance with state censorship.

_2 Ad Mornings has left behind "specifications for actions” when creating articles as a reaction to the current social situation, and has stocked nearly 100
instructions over the past two years. In this exhibition, instruction cards were laid out in the exhibition space as instructions for the daily performance, and the
instructions themselves were edited and updated.
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In a room behind the screen, the audience can sit alone on a chair and take a
pen. On the table, there was an instruction card saying: "Post instruction into
lion's mouth for creating new article," and on the wall, there was a letterbox
with a lion's head on it. The box is a reference to the lion head letterbox that
Joseph Addison had once placed in Button's Coffee House. The box was
opened on the last day of the exhibition to reveal 21 new instruction cards

et

r

=
=

that were posted by the audience during the exhibition period.
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Irrespective of the New Year holiday season, the earth keeps
turning, society keeps running, and so do newspapers. Held
at TOKAS Hongo from the end of 2022 to the beginning of
2023, Ad Mornings' exhibition that focuses on newspapers
was an exhibition space and an editorial office, a site of
performance, events, and an open space of interaction with
its readers. Ad Mornings was established and began its
activities in 2020 amid the covid pandemic. | have witnessed
some of the events, and one of the main aims seems to have
been to reconsider and reconstruct (and then regenerate) the
bodily sensations that had to be adjusted and altered as a
result of the covid pandemic, and the relationship between
the mind, the body and the dizzying news and information,
using the pages and articles as the boundary between the
world / the society or the group or individual. Two or three
years have passed since then. While the pandemic has been
continuously changing with no end in sight, the Tokyo 2020
Olympic and Paralympic Games, a major “festival” (=politics)
has been forced upon us, causing further information
complications and dividing the people. In the meantime, Ad
Mornings has continued to experiment and practice and
to resist the significant flow of events. Using their unique
reporting methods and their own bodies (in other words, with
all one's strength,) they have brought the discontents and
objections of people, which are both inflated and paralyzed,
onto the site, written articles (which should be called “objects of
resistance,” as there is too much resistance to call them simply “prints”)
about them and sculpted them into print (while some of them
were shown as a video work in the exhibition.)

During the exhibition period, performances were held
every day at 2pm and 4pm. When | visited the exhibition a
little past 2pm, the performance had already begun, and
three reporters were apparently imagining a death scene and
acting it out in their own ways. One was shot and crumpled
quickly, and another lay down and slowly lost consciousness.
The hastiness and the prolonged silence showed the reality
of individual deaths and the diversity of other people's lives,
which would be missed if you just followed the text with your
eyes...... it is a living article about death. In the next part of
the performance, a reporter bites on a bundle of string in her
mouth and continuously adds more while reading a coffee-
stained section of an article. It is difficult to hear what is being
said. The frustration. (When | later asked what the article was about,
| was told it was about a person who died after choking on mochi, or
rice cakes, during the New Year.) Reviving a thirst for information
that is not conveyed. These abstract and symbolic acts are
open to various 'reading' possibilities. | feel that each of these
actions is an acute metaphor for the current state of news
and information. On the side, a reporter is recording all these
actions, which will become the next newspaper.

At the back of the room is a statue of a lion's head, which
anyone can write and post into its mouth. Memories of the
17th-century English ‘coffeehouses, where people from many
different genres gathered to engage in lively discussions
over a cup of coffee, and where journalism originated, are
summoned up. Reading the news, confronting information
with one's body and engaging in live discussions with others...
such a primordial place is itself the king of the hundred
beasts, glaring at and threatening the powers that be.

HA=ZI-FN

F Ao 2010E[ VI HDHAIELTTE 21—, 2015E T I—ILEHHAE
(BLEBEPT), 2016 HE [BESNRSE | THE21ADRPHE, &%
B v L EDBEREIC (AL EATERET> TS,

KANIE Naha

Kanie Naha is a poet who debuted in 2010 as a “Eureka Newcomer.”
He won the 2015 El Sur Foundation Newcomer Award for
Contemporary Poetry and was awarded the 21st Nakahara Chuya
Prize for his poetry collection “The Prepared Table” in 2016. He is
involved in various activities that cross the border between poetry and
other genres.
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Mimicking the Publication of Newspapers
—entering a controlled society with coarse information

that smells of ink
MACHIMURA Haruka

Ad Mornings is “a collective that makes and publishes newspapers.”
Printed newspapers have long been an integral part of daily life, not
only as a means of obtaining information, but also as used paper. In
a time where information access is shifting to digital, they focus on
information gathering, practices and physical actions that involve
paper newspapers — a medium that is too common to pay attention
to. They publish newspapers and carry out performances.

Coffeehouses, which were places for exchanging information

between 17th- and 18th-century London, gave birth to newspapers
and other institutions that underpin modern society, such as the
press, finance, and the postal service. The concept of this exhibition,
‘Place of Living Information,’ uses this relationship between
coffee and newspapers as the starting point for the exhibition and
performance.
In the performance, members first spilt coffee on the newspaper.
When they read out the letters in the stained area, which spread
regardless of the boundaries of the article, a random sequence
of words and meanings emerged on the spot. It is humorous and
thrilling to let the liquid flow of the coffee take over the alternative
action of ‘recommendations for you, shown by machine learning on
the web. Furthermore, in the performance, images are developed
from these words and the 'instructions' placed in the room. In
using newspapers and the objects around them, newspapers
demonstrated their power not as information but as flexible paper
that could be folded, unfolded and pasted together.

Projected in the exhibition room was a video work related
to the newspaper “Ad Mornings_Place of Living Information
20220607_20230107," which was published this time. With the use
of articles and poems, it focuses on social events that happened
over the summer and autumn of 2022, including the ceremony
that celebrates the first anniversary of the Tokyo 2020 Olympic and
Paralympic Games and the state funeral for the Late Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe, and the immigration system for foreign residents in
Japan as an issue related to the members themselves.

What was striking in the video was the interest in the flow of
people on the move. For example, the Tokyo Legacy Half Marathon
and the route of the floral tributes at the state funeral, where road
closures were implemented, and the opposition demonstrations
that were witnessed there. The route from Shinagawa Station to the
bus stop for the Tokyo Regional Immigration Services Bureau, and

the inside of the bus. Behind the scenes of national-scale events,
daily mobility is restricted, and people are forced to follow rules and
routes under the current system.

Reading a self-published newspaper amongst a crowd in
an irresistible situation may be quite weak as a form of resistance.
However, if we look at the distribution using “materiality,” such acts
seem to have the potential to elude management.

After seeing this exhibition, | recalled the memories of
informal distribution channels for newspapers and magazines in
the city that existed until around the 2000s. There were unofficial
newsstands around large stations in Tokyo where the day's
newspapers and magazines were sold cheaply. In those days, people
read small-folded newspapers on trains, and many newspapers were
read and discarded on the train shelves. Unhoused people picked
up on the streets and from rubbish bins and sold to street vendors.
Everyone knew they were not legal sellers, but many people used
them, and they became a common sight around the station.

At the newsstands, folded newspapers served as a cushion,
and some spread and sold today’s newspapers on top of old
newspapers. Thinking back on it now, it was a “place of living
information,” where information and newspapers as the material
became one. The ecology and survival techniques of these cities left
in our memories may be at a stage where they are being reexamined
from an artist’s perspective.

The Japanese art world tends to find it difficult to deal with
ongoing social issues. Are artists, curators and critics all bound by
the unconscious bias that “too direct is not art,” and are they pushing
themselves into self-censorship and to sugarcoat expressions?

Ad Mornings may be trying to grasp clues to enter
contemporary society through this old and new medium of
newspapers, while mimicking a collective that infiltrates and
publishes the language of reporting contemporary events in a direct
and sanctioned manner.

MACHIMURA Haruka

Curator at the Machida City Museum of Graphic Arts. Born in 1988, she completed
a Master's degree in Cultural Resources at the Graduate School of Humanities and
Sociology, University of Tokyo in 2012. Her major projects include the exhibition “Post-
war Japan Engraved by Engraving Knives: Two Popular Print Movements” (Machida City
Museum of Graphic Arts, 2022, 33rd Ringa Art Encouragement Prize).
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In fact | will be coming to japan with a professional trip visa
and applying for the artist visa once | am there

=

In fact it is not possible to apply as an independent artist
without being there yourself. No.one except your husband or
your direct family can apply on your behalf. The easier
salution is to apply to a non independent artist visa : in this
case the company who employs you can apply on your behalf.
This is what | have figured out but | may be mistaken

1733 am

Oh no - yeh, | think there needs to be an organisatian,
especially with covid things seem to be even more
complicated Vi34 3




Ad Mornings | admornings.com
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Place of Living Information 20220607_20230107 X//\—
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2022 [Ad Mornings_Migration] (BsEE7— 22—, &)

2021 FIVK(EEDIC) (KAAT w5l =4ti8135, #2311) (BuoY, RR) (MF7—hELy 12—, KE)
2021 [RAM PRACTICE 2021 ] EXHIBITION | ((R REM AR TR P EHRE, 5]

2021 [No More Hibakusha. A future without nuclear weapons | (BBIh TR, NIVF—Jb—j1>)

Formed in 2020, Ad Mornings is an anagram of “Random Sign.” Newspapers are a medium in which daily information is set in
type, printed as articles and involve the manipulation of unexpected combinations of words and images, as well as the reader’s
action of folding and turning the pages. Focusing on the instructions, naming, descriptions and arrangements between words and
forms, reporters from multiple locations present “specifications for actions” while generating “traces of vestiges.” Furthermore, the
newspapers made will be re-presented and re-published through actions taken in public spaces like the street or in front of train

stations, where people can see, read or witness the event.

“Place of Living Information 20220607_20230107" Members

Jang-Chi (OLTA)

YAMATO Yuka (artist)

TSUCHIMOTO Ayumi (artist)

Zoé SCHELLENBAUM (artist)

Yuni Hong Charpe (artist)

YAMASHINA Koichi (video artist / novelist)
Joyce LAM (artist / book editor)

USAMI Nao (artist)

Recent exhibitions and performances

2022 “Ad Mornings_Migration,” Kinosaki International Arts Center, Hyogo, Japan

2021 OLTA “Land of the Living,” Kanagawa Arts Theatre (Kanagawa,) BuoY (Tokyo,) Kobe Art Village Center (Hyogo,) Japan

2021 “RAM PRACTICE 2021 EXHIBITION,” Tokyo University of the Arts Yokohama Campus Motomachi-Chukagai Building,
Kanagawa, Japan

2021 “No More Hibakusha. A future without nuclear weapons,” Saint Michael's Church, Leuven, Belgium
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